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PRELIMINARY
Education is a conscious and planned effort
to create a learning atmosphere and learning
process so that students actively develop their
potential to have religious spiritual strength,
self-control, personality, intelligence, noble
character, and skills needed by themselves,
society, nation and country. Based on these
descriptions, then each component in national
education (rationale, organization,
management, pathways, levels and types of
education, educators, education staff,
curriculum and facilities and infrastructure
must support the achievement of education as
intended. However, the condition of
education as referred to above is considered not
running optimally. This can be seen from the
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many problems that characterize the practice
of education in Indonesia. Problems that often
arise in education in Indonesia include: rape,
sexual abuse, drug abuse, student brawls,
gambling, and other criminal acts. recently the
world of elementary school education was
shocked by the occurrence of rape cases that
took place in Pasuruan, East Java Province on
Monday 1 January 2019 involving 4th grade
elementary school students. Based on
information obtained from jatimnow.com, it
was known that female students in grade 4 of
elementary school were raped by three friends
when the teacher went to the toilet. As a result
of the incident, the victim did not want to go to
school anymore because the student was afraid.
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This problem is certainly very worrying,
especially the perpetrators are students who are
still at the elementary school level who will
later become the next generation of the nation.
The conditions described above reflect
that the world of education is currently
experiencing very serious problems related to
morality. Especially if these problems occur and
afflict the young generation of the nation who
are the future leaders of the nation. So it is very
difficult to imagine, if the young generation
who will become leaders of the nation are
immoral people. The study of education in
Indonesia has also been conducted by Koster
(2000) which states that education in Indonesia
has not shown the formation of student
attitudes, character, and personality as expected
by the community. This can be observed from
the tendency of juvenile delinquency, moral
decline, and deviant behavior from ethics and
national culture. Schools that are expected to
be one vehicle for the transformation of values
and norms as part of the formation of student
personalities have not yet become a reality.
Even though schools are demanded as agents
of change in shaping Indonesian people as a
whole, namely humans who are not only
academically clever, but also have good moral
integrity. Studies and conditions as
described above show that education in
Indonesia, especially in schools, has not been
able to create moral students as well as national
education goals. These problems should be
overcome, if character education that has been
implemented in schools can be implemented
properly. Character education is an education
that is able to give students directions on
procedures for behaving well and in accordance
with the values that apply in society. Through
character education, students will learn how to
behave properly and correctly so that good
moral integrity is created. Strengthening
character values can not only be done through
religious or civic education, but also all
subjects. All subjects at the elementary school
level should not only teach knowledge and
skills, but also must be able to foster student
attitudes and behavior. Therefore, character
strengthening efforts should be carried out in
an integrated manner in all subjects, including
on social studies subjects.
Social studies is one of the lessons
learned in elementary school. Social studies
does not only teach social knowledge, but also
can foster students to become communities and
citizens who have responsibility for society,
nation, and state (Sumaatmadja, 2007: 17).
Social studies education is one part of the
school curriculum, in fact many are expected
to support the achievement of the ideal goals
of education, especially strengthening character
education. This is as described by the NCSS
(1979: x), that no branch of the school
curriculum is more central than social studies
education. The history and important growth
of social studies education since the past
century is a very proud record, and provides a
belief that social studies education is still very
much needed for children. Stanley (1985: 7) in
delivering the NCSS bulletin no. 75 entitled
“Review of Research in Social Studies
Education from 1976 to 1983” also holds that
“even though all the subjects in the school are
valuable or valuable for children, there is
nothing more fundamental and more important
than social studies education”.
DISCUSSION
Character Education
The term character comes from the Greek
charassein and “kharax” which means tools for
making or to engrave which means to carve.
This word began to be widely reused in French
“caracter” in the 14th century and later entered
into English as a “character” before finally
becoming Indonesian became “karakter”.
Character is a personality that is formed
from the results of the internalization of various
virtues that are believed and underlie the
perspective, thinking, attitudes, and ways of
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acting on that person. Meanwhile character
education can also be interpreted as an effort
to grow and develop good or positive values
in children in accordance with applicable
morals. Through character education Children
not only know what should be done but also
understand why it done, so that children will
behave as expected.
Character development through education
needs to be done from an early age to adulthood.
Character education needs to be given early
because at this time the child is in the golden
age where the greatest intelligence of the human
brain occurs at this time. Character education
is intended to help students understand, realize,
and practice values   and apply them integrally
in life. Good character includes understanding,
caring, and action based on ethical values.
Ministry of National Education, Research and
Development Agency, Curriculum Center (in
Zamroni, 2011: 278-280) has formulated
character education material which includes the
following: 1) religious, 2) honest, 3) tolerance,
4) discipline, 5) work Hard, 6) creative, 7)
independent, 8) democratic, 9) curiosity, 10)
national spirit, 11) love for the country. 12)
respect for achievement, 13) friendly /
communicative, 14) love for peace, 15) love to
read, 16) care for the social, 17) care for the
environment, and 18) responsibility.
Character education has functions as: (a)
vehicle for development, namely: the
development of potential students to be well-
behaved for students who already have attitudes
and behaviors that reflect character (b) vehicle
for improvement, namely: strengthening the
role of national education to be more
responsible in developing the potential of more
dignified students, and (c) filter vehicle,
namely: to filter out the cultures of one’s own
nation and other national cultures that are not
in accordance with character values.
Meanwhile, the objectives of character
education are: (a) developing the heart /
conscience or affective potential of students as
human beings and citizens who have character
values, (b) develop habits and behavior
(habituation) of students who are commendable
and in line with universal values   and religious
cultural traditions (c) instill the leadership and
responsibility of students as the nation’s next
generation, (d) develop the ability of students
to be human beings who are independent,
creative, nationally minded , and (e)
Developing a school life environment as a
learning environment that is safe, honest, full
of creativity and friendship, and with a sense
of nationality that is high and full of strength
(dignity).
The implementation of character education
is in line with national education goals which
function to develop capabilities and shape
dignified national character and civilization in
order to educate the life of the nation, aiming
at developing potential students to become
human beings who believe and fear God
Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledge, skillful,
creative, independent, and become a
democratic and responsible citizen “.
Strengthening Character Education In
Primary School Through Learning Social
Science
Strengthening character education is an
integral part of the nawacita program that was
held by Indonesian president Joko Widodo. In
point eight nawacita: national character
revolution and mental revolution movement
should encourage all stakeholders to make
changes in mindset and ways of acting in
managing schools. For this reason,
strengthening character education positions
character values as the deepest dimension of
education that cultivates education actors.
There are five main values of interrelated
characters that form a value network that needs
to be developed as a priority for the movement
to strengthen character education. The five
main values of these characters are: (1) the
value of religious character that reflects the
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belief in God manifested in the behavior of
carrying out religious teachings and beliefs that
are adhered to, respecting religious differences,
promoting tolerant attitudes, and living in
harmony with other religions, (2) nationalist
character values that reflect the way of thinking,
behaving, and acting and adhering to the
interests of the nation and state above self and
group interests, (3) independent character
values that reflect an attitude not dependent on
others, (4) the value of mutual cooperation
character that reflects action work together to
solve problems, and (5) integrity character
values that reflect trustworthy behavior of their
words and actions
Strengthening character education in
elementary schools is inseparable from the role
of the teacher. Teachers in social studies
learning should be able to integrate character
values. These values   can be delivered
intellectually when starting or ending the
learning process. For example, in social
sciences lessons when explaining about social
deviations accompanied by consequences and
countermeasures accompanied by an invitation
to avoid deviant behavior. By studying and
understanding deviant behavior students can
avoid these behaviors. This implementation
will provide optimal results if the integration
in the learning process has been explicitly
designed in the learning tool and subsequently
carried out consistently and continuously. In
compiling learning tools the teacher must also
be able to arrange activities that aim to more
concretely material in social studies so that it
is easier to understand. The forms of this
activity include commemorating Kartini’s day
using traditional clothes. In addition, teachers
of social science must also (1) set learning goals
that lead to changes in students’ behavior and
personal behavior; (2) Selecting the learning
approach that is seen as the most effective; (3)
Consider the steps or procedures, methods and
learning techniques; (4) Setting the minimum
criteria for success (Zubaedi, 2011: 187).
Character education is in line with the aim
of social studies education, namely to foster
students to become good citizens, who have
knowledge, skills and social care that are useful
for themselves and for society and for the
country. To realize this goal, the teaching and
learning process, not only limited to aspects of
knowledge (cognitive) and skills
(psychomotor), but also includes aspects of
morals (affective) and responsible as contained
in the values of Pancasila (Sumaatmadja,
2007:10).
CLOSING
Based on the discussion above, it can be
concluded: (1). Character development through
education needs to be done from an early age
to adulthood. Character education needs to be
given early because at this time the child is in
the golden age where the greatest intelligence
of the human brain occurs at this time.
Character education is intended to help students
understand, realize, and practice values   and
apply them integrally in life. Good character
includes understanding, caring, and action
based on ethical values. (2) Strengthening
character education in elementary schools is
inseparable from the role of the teacher.
Teachers in social studies learning should be
able to integrate character values. These values
can be delivered intellectually when starting or
ending the learning process; set learning goals
that lead to changes in students’ behavior and
personal behavior; selecting the learning
approach that is seen as the most effective;
consider the steps or procedures, methods and
learning techniques; setting the minimum
criteria for success.
Suggestions submitted based on the
discussion that has been done is the teacher
must be able to utilize social science learning
to strengthen student character values. Through
strengthening character education with social
science students will avoid rape, sexual abuse,
drug abuse, student brawls, gambling, and other
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criminal acts which is a problem of education
in Indonesia.
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